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Dr. William Ibbs

Curriculum Vita

William Ibbs is professor and group leader of the Construction Management program in the civil engineering
department at the University of California at Berkeley. He has taught undergraduate and graduate courses in
construction management since 1981, specializing in project cost estimating, cost control, and scheduling. His
teaching and research have received numerous awards at the national level.

Dr. Ibbs’s research has investigated the subject of project change and its impact on cost and schedule for large
projects. That work has led to a series of quantitative models that correlate the cost and schedule consequences of
large amounts of project change. These models have been derived from empirical study of over 2,000 large
capital construction projects including Boston’s Big Dig, and Johannesburg’s Guatrain and Copenhagen’s Comet
systems. Over the past thirty years this research has been sponsored by dozens of companies (General Motors,
Bechtel) and government agencies (US Army Corps of Engineers, National Science Foundation). This research
has resulted in doctoral degrees for thirty of his students, some of whom are now college professors and leading
industry executives.

In addition to his academic career Professor Ibbs is an active consultant, chairing The Ibbs Consulting Group. He
has served as an expert witness and project neutral, qualifying to testify in federal and state courts, and
international arbitration. That research work has led to a vibrant consulting practice on matters involving project
change and its impact on project cost, schedule, and success.

Dr. Ibbs and his company have worked on some of the biggest, most complex projects in the world including
Boston’s Big Dig, refineries, chemical plants, hospitals, process plants, transit systems, and powerplants. Clients
include various large, global private sector and public entities throughout the US, Africa, Asia, Europe, the
Middle East, and South America. He has also testified before the California senate on the High-Speed Rail and
Bay Bridge projects.

Prior to his academic career, Dr. Ibbs worked in industry as a project engineer and project manager on heavy-
civil, commercial and industrial construction projects.

In light of his standing Professor Ibbs was selected by his peers and the American Society of Civil Engineers to
chair a committee that is establishing International Standards for Identifying, Quantifying, and Proving Loss of
Productivity Claims. Professor Ibbs earned B.S. and M.S. degrees from Carnegie Mellon University and a Ph.D.



from U.C. Berkeley, all in civil engineering with a construction management emphasis. He has minors in
accounting and finance.

DR. WILLIAM IBBS
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Professor, University of California at Berkeley, 1987 to present. Graduate and undergraduate teaching, and
research for the Construction Management Program.

Professor, University of Illinois, 1981 to 1987. Graduate and undergraduate teaching, and research for the
Construction Management Program.

Scott-Buttner Construction Co., 1977 to 1979. Project Engineer and Estimator
Kaiser-Permanente Medical Care Program, 1975 to 1977. Design Manager

GAI Consultants, 1974 to 1975. Project Engineer
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES

1. Chair, ASCE Loss of Productivity Standards Definition Committee
Chair, ASCE Project Controls Committee
Research Director, Project Management Institute

Associate Editor, ASCE Legal Affairs and Dispute Resolution Journal.
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5. Editor, ASCE Construction Engineering and Management Journal.
6. Adjunct Professor of Civil Engineering, MIT.

7. Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin

8. Various guest lectures in Indonesia, Japan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, United Arab Emirates,

United Kingdom
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